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Kindergarten: Reading Standards for Literature 
“I can…” Statements 

 
 
 

 
  

 

Key Ideas and Details 

I can ask and answer 
questions about things 
that happen in a story. 

I can retell stories. 

I can tell you about people, 
places, and important 

things that happen in a 
story. 

Key Ideas and Details 

Key Ideas and Details 

 
 
 

 
  

 

Craft and Structure 

I can ask and answer 
questions about words 

that I do not know. 
 

Craft and Structure 

I can tell you what kind of 
story we are reading.  

Craft and Structure 

I can name the author and 
the illustrator of the 

story. 

RL.K.1 

RL.K.2 

RL.K.3 

RL.K.4 

RL.K.5 

RL.K.6 
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Kindergarten: Reading Standards for Literature 
“I can…” Statements 

 
 
 

Integration of Knowledge and Ideas 

I can tell you how the 
pictures in the story help 

me to understand the 
story. 

I can tell you how the 
adventures of the people 
in the story are the same 

and how they are 
different.  

Integration of Knowledge and Ideas 
 

 
 

 
  

 

Range of Reading and Level of Text 
Complexity 

I can participate in group 
reading. 

 

Range of Reading and Level of Text 
Complexity 

 
I can use things I already 

know to help me 
understand the reading. 

  

Range of Reading and Level of Text 
Complexity 

 
I can use the pictures in 
the story to guess what 

will happen next. 

RL.K.7 

RL.K.9 

RL.K.10 

RL.K.10a 

RL.K.10b 
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Kindergarten: Reading Standards for Informational Text 
“I can…” Statements 

 
 
 

 
  

 

Key Ideas and Details 

I can ask and answer 
questions about the things 
that I learn while I read. 

I can figure out the topic 
of a book and share things 
that I learned about the 

topic. 

I can tell you about the 
things that two people, 

places, or pieces of 
information have in 

common.  

Key Ideas and Details 

Key Ideas and Details 

 
 
 

 
  

 

Craft and Structure 

I can ask and answer 
questions about words 

that I do not know. 
 

Craft and Structure 

I can find the front cover, 
back cover, and title page 

of a book. 
 

Craft and Structure 

I can name the author and 
the illustrator of a text. 

 

RI.K.1 

RI.K.2 

RI.K.3 

RI.K.4 

RI.K.5 

RI.K.6 
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Kindergarten: Reading Standards for Informational Text 
“I can…” Statements 

 
 
 

Integration of Knowledge and Ideas 

I can tell you how the 
pictures in the reading 

help me to understand the 
reading. 

I can find the reasons 
that an author gives to 

prove his point.  

Integration of Knowledge and Ideas 

 
 
 

 
  

 

Range of Reading and Level of Text 
Complexity 

I can participate in group 
reading. 

 

Range of Reading and Level of Text 
Complexity 

 
I can use things I already 

know to help me 
understand the reading. 

  

Range of Reading and Level of Text 
Complexity 

 
I can use the pictures in 

the reading to guess what 
will happen next. 

Integration of Knowledge and Ideas 

I can find things that are 
the same and things that 
are different when I am 
exploring two text about 

the same topic. 

RI.K.7 

RI.K.8 

RI.K.9 

RI.K.10 

RI.K.10a 

RI.K.10b 
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Kindergarten: Reading Foundational Skills 
“I can…” Statements 

 
 
 

Print Concepts 

I can show that I know 
how to read left to right, 

top to bottom, and page by 
page. 

I can use correct spelling.  

Print Concepts 

Print Concepts 

I can find and name the 
uppercase and lowercase 
letters of the alphabet. 

 

Print Concepts 

I can use correct spacing. 

RF.K.1a 

RF.K.1b 

RF.K.1c 

RF.K.1d 
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Kindergarten: Reading Foundational Skills 
“I can…” Statements 

 
 
 

Phonological Awareness 

I can put onsets (p-) and 
rimes (-ig) together to 

make words (pig). 

I can make the three 
sounds in a c-v-c word like 

cat or ran.  

Phonological Awareness 

Phonological Awareness 

I can put sounds together 
to make words like /d/ /o/ 

/g/ makes dog. 
 

 

Phonological Awareness 

I can make a new word by 
changing one sound in a 

different word. For 
example, I can change fun 

to sun. 
 

 
 
 

 
  

 

Phonological Awareness 
 

I can tell you two words 
that rhyme. 

  

Phonological Awareness 
 

I can say, clap, and sort 
my syllables. 

I can put sounds 
together to make a word. 
For example, /d/ /o/ /g/ 

makes dog. 

RF.K.2c 

RF.K.2d 

RF.K.2e 

RF.K.2a 

RF.K.2b 

RF.K.2f 

(c)2014 Apples and Bananas 



Kindergarten: Reading Foundational Skills 
“I can…” Statements 

 
 
 

Phonics and Word Recognition 

I can make the sounds 
that go with letters. 

I can make both long and 
short sounds for my vowels in 
different types of words. For 
example, the o in go is long, 
but the o in box is short. 

 

Phonics and Word Recognition 

Phonics and Word Recognition 

I can read words that I 
have seen over and over.  

 

Phonics and Word Recognition 

I can tell you which 
sounds make “how” and 
“cow” different words.  

Fluency 

I can read and tell you 
what I read about. 

  

 
 
 

RF.K.3a 

RF.K.3b 

RF.K.3c 

RF.K.3d 

RF.K.4 
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Kindergarten: Writing 
“I can…” Statements 

 
 
 

 
  

 

Text Types and Purposes 

I can share my opinion of a 
book using a combination 

of pictures, talk, and 
writing. 

 

I can share information 
that I have learned using a 

combination of pictures, 
talk, and writing. 

 

I can explain something 
that happened and how it 

made me feel using a 
combination of pictures, 

talk, and writing. 

Text Types and Purposes 

Text Types and Purposes 

 
 
 

Production and Distribution of Writing 

I can answer questions 
about my writing and get 
help from my friends to 
make my writing better. 

 

Production and Distribution of Writing 

I can use technology alone 
and with my friends to 

finish my writing projects. 

W.K.1 

W.K.2 

W.K.3 

W.K.5 

W.K.6 

(c)2014 Apples and Bananas 



 
 
 

Research to Build and Present 
Knowledge 

I can work in groups to 
find new information, 

write about it, and share 
it with my friends. 

 

Research to Build and Present 
Knowledge 

I can answer questions 
about new things that I 

have learned. 

Kindergarten: Writing 
“I can…” Statements 

W.K.7 

W.K.8 
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Kindergarten: Speaking and Listening 
“I can…” Statements 

 
 
 

 
  

 

Comprehension and Collaboration 

I can follow the rules for 
talking in class. 

I can remember the things 
that I have talked about 
in class so that I can talk 
about them at a different 

time. 
 

I can follow two-step 
directions. 

Comprehension and Collaboration 

Comprehension and Collaboration 

I can ask and answer 
questions if I need help. 

 
 

Comprehension and Collaboration 

SL.K.1a 

SL.K.1b 

SL.K.2a 

SL.K.3 
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Kindergarten: Speaking and Listening 
“I can…” Statements 

 
 
 

 
  

 

Presentation and Knowledge of Ideas 

I can talk about people, 
places, and things in my 

world. 

I can make drawings that 
give details about the 
things that I can talk 

about. 
 

I can speak clearly so that 
people can understand me. 

Presentation and Knowledge of Ideas 

Presentation and Knowledge of Ideas 

SL.K.4 

SL.K.5 

SL.K.6 
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Kindergarten: Language 
“I can…” Statements 

 
 
 

 
  

 

Conventions of Standard English 

I can write my uppercase 
letters and my lowercase 

letters. 

I can use nouns and verbs. 

I can write or say “dogs” 
when I am talking about 

more than one dog. 
 

Conventions of Standard English 

 
 
 

 
  

 

Conventions of Standard English 

I can use words like who, 
what, when, where, why, 

and how when I am writing 
or asking a question. 

 

Conventions of Standard English 

I can use words like to, 
from, in, out, on, off, for, 
of, by, and with when I am 

writing or speaking. 

Conventions of Standard English 

I can form a complete 
sentence. 

Conventions of Standard English 

L.K.1a 

L.K.1b 

L.K.1c 

L.K.1d 

L.K.1e 

L.K..1f 
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Kindergarten: Language 
“I can…” Statements 

 
 
 

 
  

 

Conventions of Standard English 

I can capitalize the first 
word in a sentence and “I”. 

I can use the correct 
punctuation at the end of 

sentence.  
(. ? !) 

 
 

I can write letters for 
most sounds. 

 

Conventions of Standard English 

Conventions of Standard English 

I can spell words. 
 

 

Conventions of Standard English 

L.K.2a 

L.K.2b 

L.K.2c 

L.K.2d 
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Kindergarten: Language 
“I can…” Statements 

 
 
 

 
  

 

Vocabulary Acquisition and Use 

I can give an example of a 
word that means more 

than one thing like “duck.” 

I can use the beginnings 
and endings of words as 
clues to figure out what 

they mean. 

I can sort things into 
meaningful groups. 

 

Vocabulary Acquisition and Use 

 
 
 

 
  

 

Vocabulary Acquisition and Use 

I can give opposites for 
some words. 

 

Vocabulary Acquisition and Use 

I can use words to 
describe things in my 

world. 

Vocabulary Acquisition and Use 

I can act out the 
difference between words 
like walk, march, strut, and 

prance. 

Vocabulary Acquisition and Use 

L.K.4a 

L.K.4b 

L.K.5a 

L.K.5b 

L.K.5c 

L.K.5d 
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Kindergarten: Language 
“I can…” Statements 

I can use language that I 
have learned in class. 

 
 

 

Vocabulary Acquisition and Use 

L.K.6 
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